W
PHOTOGRAPHIC TOUR

Vietnam is a country full of phorographic
opportunities. The landscape is diverse and includes a
very long and beautiful coastline, magnificent rock
formations, and mountains. Having not developed like
China and Thailand it still has plenty of opportunity
to observe and photograph traditional lifestyles.
Vietnam is raw and still relatively unspoilt, with a
photograph and story to be told at every bend of the
road that you travel. Because of this, now is a great
time to visit Vietnam.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC TOURS | VIETNAM

“Our tour was packed with photographic opportunities,
including unique geographical features, wonderful glimpses
of local life, and colourful costumes of ethnic minority groups.
The fact that I returned home with 18,000 images gathered
over 23 days is testimony to the opportunities to click the
shutter. Travelling with like-minded people helped make the
visit to Vietnam more enjoyable, and with an itinerary
constructed around photographic needs made it a real
winner. Certainly a value for money tour.”

ALLAN WARD | AUSTRALIA
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Bustling commercial city of Ho Chi Minh City

Charming ancient town of Hoi An

Ancient sites of Hue’s Nguyen Dynasty and
My Son’s Cham Kingdom

Mountainous landscapes and terraced rice
fields of Sa Pa.

Colourful ethnic minority markets and scenic
northern highland hill tribe villages

The capital city of Hanoi

Jagged isles, hidden lagoons, and sea caves
of Ha Long Bay
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“This tour provided wonderful opportunities for seeing and
photographing the people and the landscape of Vietnam. We
went to many places not visited by regular tour operators. I
was wonderful to travel with a group that shared a common
interest in photography and to have the leisure ro indulge
our passion for photography.”

ROBIN PITCHER | AUSTRALIA
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Malcolm Fackender is an Australian award winning travel
photographer specialising in small group photographic
tours around the world. Malcolm has been involved with
and successful at photography since a young teenager,
winning a Gold Medal in 1985 at the age of seventeen.
Initially Malcolm had a strong interest in macro and bird
photography, but more recently developed a strong
interest in travel photography, where he has broadened his
photographic interests to cover many other genres.

Through his business Spotlight on Asia, and with the
assistance of local and international tour operators,
Malcolm has successfully planned, arranged and led 68
small group photographic tours to Vietnam, Cambodia,
Myanmar (Burma), China, India, Singapore, Namibia,
East Africa, Iceland, Italy, Cuba, Chile and Bolivia. Being
passionate about photography, travel and just being
around and inspiring fellow photographers, Malcolm
intends to build his business to include many more
countries in the years to come.
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Having been involved with Photographic clubs in Sydney and New South
Wales for over 35 years, Malcolm is always eager to share his knowledge with
the members of clubs as well as any other photographers and clients.
Malcolm regularly conducts educational and inspirational photographic
talks at various photographic clubs and has recently incorporated workshops
into his business. Malcolm actually gets much more joy out of inspiring and
teaching people than receiving any competition awards. For him, there is no
greater joy than seeing or hearing about the successes that past clients have
with images taken on one of his tours. This is one of the main reasons clients
are happy to travel again with Spotlight on Asia whenever a new destination
is released. In addition to introducing new exciting destinations, Malcolm
always freely gives advice on photographic equipment and technique.

Malcolm enjoys taking photographs and extending himself wherever
possible. He believes that photography is a cycle of continuous improvement
from a technical, hardware and creative perspective and as such looks
forward to growing and extending his portfolio for many years to come.

Malcolm is proud to be a valued member of Tamron Pro Team, as well as a
brand ambassador for Haida Filters, MeFoto Tripods and Lexar Memory.
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SPOTLIGHT ON ASIA is an Australian business specialising in travel photography and
small group photographic tours to Asia. With over 35 years of photographic experience as
well as extensive experience in customer service, operations and project management,
Spotlight on Asia strives to provide photographic tours that are uniquely specialised yet very

affordable.

Unlike many other photographic tour companies, Spotlight on Asia designs the
photographic tours from the ground up with photography in mind. This however does not
mean you need to be a photographer to enjoy the tour. The tours appeal to photographers and
non-photographers alike. Working with carefully selected local and international tour
companies, the tour programs are designed to ensure that the very best photographic
opportunities are on offer, but without neglecting all the other joys of travel, such as culture
and cuisine.

VIETNAM was Spotlight on Asia’s first love and will remain so for many years to come. With
extensive experience from travelling numerous times to Vietnam as well as a good
understanding of the culture and business, Spotlight on Asia is able to provide outstanding
tours with inclusions not offered by other tour companies.

THE MEKONG RIVER is one of the greatest in the world, so it was only natural that a tour
would be introduced to explore the Mekong Delta region of Vietnam, then travelling into
CAMBODIA to visit Phnom Penh, the Pearl of Indochina before concluding with the
extensive UNESCO World Heritage listed temples of Angkor.

MYANMAR (formerly known as BURMA) is a mystical
country centred amongst South-East Asia’s more common
destinations, yet still remaining relatively unknown.
Myanmar is one of the least developed and least
Western-influenced countries in the world, providing many
attractive and unique photographic opportunities. From
ancient civilisations to the friendly and happy people,
Myanmar promises to be a feast for the lens and is highly
regarded as one of the best destinations in the world for travel
photography.

SPOTLIGHT ON ASIA has also recently led tours to India
and China, both offering their own unique photographic
opportunities. India is the most colourful and dynamic
country in Spotlight on Asia’s travel schedule. The women
wear an array of colourful sari’s whilst the men proudly show
of every possible style of facial hair one could imagine, both
of which are extremely photogenic. Whilst close, China may
seem a world apart, however the landscapes in Yunnan and
Guilin in Guangxi Province are certainly spectacular.

SPOTLIGHT ON ASIA looks forward to
TRAVELLING WITH YOU.




transport, accommodation and  food that was included. The
photographic opportunities that it afforded were priceless. Having =
travelled extensively and worked in third world countries most of my
life, visiting over seventy countries, I would have to place the 2009
Vietnam Photography Tour at the very top of my list of most
memorable trips. The Vietnamese people and countryside were a
delight, but above that, being led time and again to locations
without photographic equal was priceless. All the hard work had
been done for me and wasted time was eliminated. Every detail of
the trip had been thoroughly researched and each day of the
itinerary was thoughtfully structured. After reading Spotlight on
Asia’s website, I had high expectations for the trip. They were
surpassed time and again, from dawn to dusk, on the streets, in the
alleyways, and on the rivers and beaches of Vietnam.”

TIM PIERCE | NEW ZEALAND



When considering your next photographic adventure,
please ensure you compare Apples with Apples. Many
people book standard tours only to return disappointed
because they had no flexibility, were at the wrong place at
the wrong time and had little opportunity to do any serious
photography. It is also important to note that not every
photographic tour is made equal. Ensure you choose a
reputable tour, not just a standard tour that has been re-
badged as a photographic tour. Your photographic tours
should be designed from the ground up with photography
in mind, led by an experienced photographer offering
guidance and photographic instruction, and most
importantly, offer exceptional value for money.

Our tours are not only designed to deliver the very best photographic opportunities on offer,
but also offer the opportunity to learn as you travel. Experienced photographers are more than
welcome to go about their own photography as they see fit, but those requiring advice can be
comforted in knowing that their photographic leader will be there with them every step of the
way, inspiring and guiding them through the creative and technical aspects of photography.
Being on a photographic tour with like-minded people also provides an opportunity for
everyone to discuss and share their passion for photography.

Finally, we know all too well that photographers are often charged premium prices for
photographic tours. By definition a photographic tour is a specialised tour, but that does not
necessarily mean services are double in price. In some instances you are paying for one or more
high profile photographers to lead the tour, but in most cases, you are blatantly being over
charged for something that offers little more than a standard tour at half the price. It is our
business philosophy to continually offer affordable photographic tours with inclusions that
are second to none.

You can read feedback from past tours on SPOTLIGHT ON ASIA’s website.
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There is no greater joy than travelling with people
sharing a common interest, and once you
understand the value of travelling on a dedicated
photographic tour, you will most likely return for
more photographic adventures. Approximately
50% of travellers are repeat clients, with many
intending to travel on further tours well into the
future.

Two of the most common questions received by
Spotlight on Asia are “do I need to be a good
photographer to join the tour” or “is my camera good
enough?” The tours accommodate photographers
of all standards, from beginners with small
compact cameras, to professional photographers
with Digital SLR’s and a variety of lenses. As long
as you enjoy taking photographs, and wish to be
presented the very best photographic opportunities,
you will feel at home travelling on any of the
tours. The only prerequisite is that you have a basic
understanding of operating your camera.

In actual fact, the photographic tours appeal to photographers and non-
photographers alike, with many enthusiast photographers bringing their non-
photographic partners. If they have appreciation for seeing a country,
experiencing a culture and trying things not offered on standard tours, they will
still have a great time. The only requirement of travelling is that they will need to
exercise some patience. Whilst photographers enjoy their photography, non-
photographers are more than welcome to venture off and explore on their own,
or even better, be swept up in the photographic passion and learn the art of
photography. Some non-photographic clients on past tours have thoroughly
enjoyed the experience, and soon after invested in photographic equipment in
preparation for their next photographic tour.

The tours will appeal to people of all ages and experience. Most tours consist of
travellers between 50 and 70 years of age, but have also accommodated as young
as 20 and as old as 90 years of age. As long as those choosing to travel on the tour
are physically fit, they are more than welcome to join.

The important thing to remember is that your photographic expertise should
never be the deciding factor in joining a tour. We are happy to accommodate any
standard of photographer, and look forward to not only presenting the very best
photographic opportunities but also assisting you in taking amazing images.
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DATE
April 2023 (14 days/13 Nights)

PRICE"
US $2222 per person twin share for land only content. Optional
extension tour price is US $222? per person twin share.

We will make every effort to match up single travellers who wish to
travel at twin share rates. For anyone requiring a single room, there
will be an additional charge of US $222.

International airfare departing Sydney estimated at AUD $1300"
per person.

GROUP SIZE
Group size will be a minimum of 3 people and maximum of 8

people.

NOTE

)" Price is based on a twin share basic unless you choose to pay a single supplement.

) Subject to change prior to ticket issuance (due to weekly variations in Taxes and
Surcharges)

INCLUDING

The complete tour as per itinerary, two domestic flights,
clean twin share accommodation (3 star or best available
in isolated areas), arrival/departure transfers, in country
ground transport by private air-conditioned vehicle with
driver, boat cruise as indicated in itinerary, professional
Australian photographic tour leader, local Vietnamese
tour guide/s, meals as specified in itinerary (B/L/D),
drinking water, plus taxes and admission fees.

NOT-INCLUDING

International airfare, visa, personal travel insurance,
meals not indicated in program, additional beverages
such as soft drinks and alcohol, activities during free
time, items of personal nature, tips and gratuities, excess

baggage fee.







If you are interested in joining us on a
Spotlight on Asia Tour
or require additional information

please contact:

Malcolm Fackender
Mobile: 0410 573 819 (from Australia)
+61 410 573 819 (from outside Australia)
Email:
Website:
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